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THE BEGINNING 
see Genesis 1 

 

The opening story of the Bible offers a cosmic tale 
of creation.  With a word, a simple command 
spoken into the deep, God creates.  Depending 
upon the translation of the Bible you read, the 
opening verses of Genesis may read differently. 

 
“In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth” (King James Version). 
 

“In the beginning when God created the 
heavens and the earth” (New Revised Standard 
Version). 
 

“When God began to create heaven and 
earth” (Jewish Publication Society). 
 

“When God began to create the heavens and 
the earth” (Common English Bible). 

 
It seems like such a subtle shift in verb tense—
created vs. began to create—but the way we 
understand this opening verse (Genesis 1:1) of 
Scripture can impact how we understand what 
God can/might do in the following pages of 
Scripture and our present. 

In the beginning God began to create.  God is 
the Creator who is always creating.  God is not a 
one-hit-wonder who got it right once and never 
made another masterpiece.  The beginning was 
just the beginning.  God continues to create 
offering renewal, reconciliation, and new life for 
all who will accept God’s love and grace. 
 
How do you understand God’s creation?  Did 
God finish creation in six (literal or 
metaphorical) days? 
 
In what ways might God be continuing to 
create? 
 

NEXT WEEK’S STORY TO KNOW 
Noah’s Ark (Genesis 6-9) 

STORIES WE SHOULD KNOW 

June 9 
“The Holy Spirit 
Comes” 

Acts 2 

June 16 
“The Lord is My 
Shepherd” 

Psalm 23 

June 23 “The Beginning” Genesis 1 

June 30 “Noah’s Ark” Genesis 6-9 

July 7 “A Tall Tower” Genesis 11 

July 14 
“Ten 
Commandments” 

Exodus 19-20 

July 21 
“David and 
Goliath” 

1 Samuel 17:1-51 

July 28 
“Deborah Leads 
the Way” 

Judges 4 

August 4 
“Daniel and the 
Lions” 

Daniel 6 

August 11 
“Jonah and the 
Big Fish” 

Jonah 
1:1-3:10 

August 18 
“Jesus’ First 
Miracle” 

John 2:1-11 

August 25 “The Lost Son” 
Luke 
15:11-32 

September 1 
“The Good 
Samaritan” 

Luke 
10:25-37 

Sundays June 9-September 1, 2019 

A DISCUSSION SERIES OF FRANKLIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

How well do you know the basic stories of the Bible?  
Do you know the important characters in the Bible and 
where their stories are located in the Bible?  This series 
will look at some of the foundational stories of the Bi-
ble that we each should know. 

Using a simple reading from The Beginner’s Bible 
(Zondervan, 2005), we’ll be introduced to a new story 
each week.  Use the chart below and read the text from 
your own Bible before coming to worship.  Come with 
observations and questions.  And, if you need a Bible, 
please contact Pastor Jacob. 

June 23, 2019 


