
 

SCRIPTURE 
 

James 2:1-13 
New Revised Standard Version 

 

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of 
favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ? 2 For if a person with gold rings and 
in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a 
poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3 and 
if you take notice of the one wearing the fine 
clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while 
to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, 
“Sit at my feet,” 4 have you not made distinctions 
among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers and 
sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world 
to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom 
that he has promised to those who love 
him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not 
the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag 
you into court? 7 Is it not they who blaspheme the 
excellent name that was invoked over you? 

8 You do well if you really fulfill the royal 
law according to the scripture, “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 9 But if you show 
partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by 
the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps 
the whole law but fails in one point has become 
accountable for all of it. 11 For the one who said, 
“You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You 
shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit 
adultery but if you murder, you have become a 
transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so act as 
those who are to be judged by the law of 
liberty. 13 For judgment will be without mercy to 
anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy 
triumphs over judgment. 

DISCUSS 
 

Why do we all fall into the trap of showing 
partiality (treating some people better than 
others)? 
 
 
 
Our Discipline states that “The United Methodist 
Church acknowledges all persons are of sacred 
worth.  All persons without regard to race, color, 
national origin, status, or economic condition, 
shall be eligible to attend its worship services, 
participate in its programs, receive the sacraments, 
upon baptism be admitted as baptized members, 
and upon taking vows declaring the Christian 
faith, become professing members in any local 
church in the connection” (para. 4. Article IV. 
Inclusiveness of the Church). 

What does it mean that each person is of 
sacred worth? 
 
 
 
How good are we at welcoming all persons 
and treating them as persons of sacred 
worth? 
 
 
 

We each carry around labels.  Some labels we 
willingly and proudly hold high, others have been 
forced upon us. 

What are some of the labels that are used to 
describe you?  Both labels that you use to 
describe yourself and labels that others may 
use to describe you. 
 
 
 
What might it look like if we combined all 
the labels used to describe us (individually) 
into a unified statement of welcome? 
 
 
 
Are there any labels not on our (communal) 
list that should be added as we seek to 
welcome and honor all as persons of sacred 
worth? 
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