
scripture 
 

2 Peter 1:2-15 
New Revised Standard Version 

 

2 May grace and peace be yours in abundance 
in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord. 

3 His divine power has given us everything 
needed for life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us by[ his own 
glory and goodness. 4 Thus he has given us, 
through these things, his precious and very 
great promises, so that through them you may 
escape from the corruption that is in the world 
because of lust, and may become participants 
of the divine nature. 5 For this very reason, you 
must make every effort to support your faith 
with goodness, and goodness with knowledge, 
6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-
control with endurance, and endurance with 
godliness, 7 and godliness with mutual 
affection, and mutual affection with love. 8 For 
if these things are yours and are increasing 
among you, they keep you from being 
ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For anyone who lacks 
these things is short-sighted and blind, and is 
forgetful of the cleansing of past sins. 
10 Therefore, brothers and sisters, be all the 
more eager to confirm your call and election, 
for if you do this, you will never stumble. 
11 For in this way, entry into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
will be richly provided for you. 

12 Therefore I intend to keep on reminding 
you of these things, though you know them 
already and are established in the truth that has 
come to you. 13 I think it right, as long as I am 
in this body, to refresh your memory, 14 since I 
know that my death will come soon, as indeed 
our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 
15 And I will make every effort so that after my 
departure you may be able at any time to recall 
these things. 
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discuss 
 

Mr. Rogers once said that “When you get tired 
from trying hard, or when things have been 
frightening or sad, sometimes you think you 
would just like to stop growing for a minute.  
Even when you get big, it’s nice to feel again 
what it was like to be little, and to turn to 
things that are familiar and easy to do.  
Afterward you may be surprised to find that 
this has helped you to grow even more.”1 
 

What familiar things do you hang onto for 
security and stability? 
 
 
 
Is faith in Jesus Christ something you can 
hold onto for stability? 
 
 
 

1 Peter 1:12-15 “reminds us that as each 
generation passes away, it needs to be sure that 
succeeding generations are aware of their 
traditions and will have opportunities to hear 
these traditions… In our post-Christian world, 
the social values and assumptions of our 
neighbors, popular culture, and mass media are 
decreasingly based on Christian values.  So it 
is increasingly important that Christian 
tradition be a conscious part of our lives.  We 
need that tradition in order to know how to live 
faithfully in an environment that does not 
necessarily uphold these virtues and values.”2 

 
What traditions do you value within the 
church?  Why do they hold value for you? 
 
 
 
In what ways do the church’s traditions 
challenge the dominant cultural virtues and 
values of our time?  Does the church 
always have to be counter-cultural? 
 
 
 

1 Mr. Rogers as quoted in the Mister Rogers’ Songbook 
(New York: Random House, 1970), p.32. 

2 Duane F. Watson, “Reflections” on 2 Peter 1:12-15” 
in The New Interpreter’s Bible: A Commentary in 
Twelve Volumes, vol. XII (Nashville: Abingdon 
Press, 1998), p340. 

 
next week 

Won’t You Be My Neighbor? 
You’ve Got to Do It 


