
scripture 
 

1 Peter 2:2-10 
New Revised Standard Version 

 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, 
spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the 
Lord is good. 

4 Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God’s sight, and 5 like living stones, let 
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be 
a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it 
stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
    a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to 
shame.” 

7 To you then who believe, he is precious; 
but for those who do not believe, 

 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the very head of the corner,” 
 

8 and 
 

“A stone that makes them stumble, 
    and a rock that makes them fall.” 
 

They stumble because they disobey the word, 
as they were destined to do. 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 
in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts 
of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 
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Mr. Rogers once said that “When you were 
very young, you wanted to grow bigger and be 
able to do more and more things well.  After 
you learned to crawl, then you tried to walk.  
When you could walk well, you soon tried to 
run.  But to get bigger you had to give up some 
things you had and did when you were little.  
Growing means changing and people are born 
to grow.”1 
 

In what ways are you growing? 
 
 
 
What do you need to grow? 
 
 
 

“Whatever our reaction to the exclusiveness of 
the claim that Christians are God’s own 
(only?) people—by no means unique to 1 Peter 
in Christian literature—the positive side makes 
its claim in our generation as in the generation 
for which the epistle was written.  For 
believers, Christian identity is our identity.  
Christian community is our community, and 
Christian family our family.  Especially in a 
time of ongoing racial tension Christians 
rightly recall that as Christians (not as 
Caucasian, African American, Hispanic, or 
Asian people) we are a chosen race.  For 
Christians to take 1 Peter seriously, the line on 
the application that asks for race ought to be 
filled in ‘Christian.”2 

Is Christ the cornerstone on which you 
build your life and identity? 
 
 
In what ways are you building upon the 
cornerstone of Christ in your life?  Said 
differently, how are you growing to be 
more Christ-like? 
 
 
 

1 Mr. Rogers as quoted in the Mister Rogers’ Songbook 
(New York: Random House, 1970), p.7. 

2 David L. Bartlett, “1 Peter 2:1-10 Reflections” in The New 
Interpreter’s Bible: A Commentary in Twelve Volumes, 
vol. XII (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998), p.269. 

 
next week 

Won’t You Be My Neighbor? 
Please Don’t Think It’s Funny 


