
scripture 
 

Genesis 1:26-27 
New Revised Standard Version 

 

God said, “Let us make humankind in our 
image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the wild animals of the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
earth.” 
 
27 So God created humankind in his image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 
 
 

Isaiah 43:1-3 
New Revised Standard Version 

 

But now thus says the Lord, 
    he who created you, O Jacob, 
    he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be 
with you; 
    and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be 
burned, 
    and the flame shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the Lord your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
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discuss 
 

Mr. Rogers once said that “Do you know why 
you’re so special?  Well, it’s you who make 
your mom a mother, and it’s you who make 
your dad a father.  It’s also you who make 
your friend a friend.  There’s only one YOU in 
this whole world.  That’s why you’re special to 
everybody.”1 
 

Do you know you’re special?  What makes 
you special? 
 
 
 
When was the last time someone told you 
you were special? 
 
 
 
Have you told anyone lately how much you 
appreciate how special they are? 
 
 
 

Reflecting on Genesis 1:26 (“Let us make 
humankind in our own image…”), Gregory of 
Nyssa writes, “The command was simple when 
light was created; God said, ‘let there be light.’ 
Heven was also made without deliberation…. 
These, though, were before (the creation of) 
humans.  For humans, there was deliberation.  
He did not say, as he did when creating other 
things, ‘Let there be a human.’  See how 
worthy you are! Your origins are not in an 
imperative.  Instead, God deliberated about the 
best way to bring to life a creation worthy of 
honor.”2 

Do you believe that there is something 
honorable—something to be cherished, 
respected, and loved—in humanity? In 
each of us? 
 
 
 

 
1 Mr. Rogers as quoted in the Mister Rogers’ Songbook 

(New York: Random House, 1970), p.7. 
2 Gregory of Nyssa, as quoted in Ancient Christian 

Commentary on Scripture, Old Testament, vol 1 
(Downer’s Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2001. 

 
next week 

Won’t You Be My Neighbor? 
You’re Growing 


