
scripture 
 

Galatians 5:13-16, 22-24; 6:7-10  
New Revised Standard Version, Emphasis added. 

 
13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and 
sisters, only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for self-indulgence,[d] but through 
love become slaves to one another. 14 For the 
whole law is summed up in a single 
commandment, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 15 If, however, you bite 
and devour one another, take care that you are 
not consumed by one another. 16 Live by the 
Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of 
the flesh. 

5:22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. 
There is no law against such things. 24 And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires. 

6:7 Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, 
for you reap whatever you sow. 8 If you sow to 
your own flesh, you will reap corruption from 
the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will 
reap eternal life from the Spirit. 9 So let us not 
grow weary in doing what is right, for we will 
reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. 10 So 
then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us 
work for the good of all, and especially for 
those of the family of faith. 
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discuss 
 

Mr. Rogers once said that “Neighbors are 
people who live close to each other.  
Neighbors look at each other; they talk to each 
other; they listen to each other.  That’s how 
they get to know each other.”1 
 

Who are your neighbors?  Those who live 
close to you, the people you look at, talk 
and listen to? 
 
 
 
Who are you refusing to be a neighbor to?  
Who do you live (perhaps, intentionally) 
far from?  Who do you refuse to see, talk 
and listen to?  Why? 
 
 
 

The letter to the Galatians reminds us that the 
whole law can be summed up in a single 
command (or saying), “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself” (Galatians 5:14).  This is 
a direct quote of Leviticus 19:18; and, Jesus is 
recorded as saying something similar 
(Matthew 22:37-40, Mark 12:29-31, Luke 25-
37). 

If all the law is summed up in one 
command, what is the value of all the rest? 
 
 
 
What keeps us from fulfilling the law and 
loving our neighbors as ourselves? 
 
 
 
Where can we meet and be(come) good 
neighbors? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Mr. Rogers as quoted in the Mister Rogers’ Songbook 

(New York: Random House, 1970), p.3.  
 

 
next week 

Won’t You Be My Neighbor? 
You Are Special” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=galatians+5&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29159d

