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Wisdom addresses young men (qualified here 
as “mockers” and “fools”) in the public square, 
perhaps in contrast to the secret invitation of 
sinners (v.14).  She also first raises the 
recurring theme of love and delight, which 
pervades chaps. 1-9.  Humans are responsible 
for the love they choose.  The body of 
Wisdom’s speech (vv.22-31) adopts the genre 
of a prophetic judgment for purposes of 
instruction.  She speaks to those who have 
heard her before, but have rejected her (vv.22, 
24; cf. Ps 82:2-7; Jer 22:26-32).  One may 
compare God’s mouthpiece, Moses, speaking 
to Pharaoh after several plagues have already 
been sent (Exod 10:3-6).  Other prophetic 
motifs here are the reciprocal calling and not 
being heard (v. 24; cf. v. 28; 21:13; Isa 65:12; 
66:4; Mic 3:4), seeking and not finding (v. 28; 
Amos 8:12; Hos 5:6, 15; cf. Prov 8:17; Matt 
7:7-8).  But Wisdom speaks for herself.  She 
takes her stand at the center of communal life, 
in the gates of the city, in the highway.  She 
addresses all humans.  No one can claim that 
he or she has not heard Wisdom’s voice, that 
they did not know (the reasons for this are 
made clear in Proverbs 8; cf. Ps 19:1-4; Rom 
1:18-20; 2:14-15).1 

 
If Wisdom cries out to all, why is it that 
there is so much folly in the world?  Why 
do we act so foolish when Wisdom is 
crying out to us? 
 
 
 
What voices compete to be heard over the 
voice of Wisdom? 
 
 
 

Other Thoughts, Notes, & Questions 

_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 

 
1 Raymond C. Van Leeuwen, “Proverbs 1:22-31 

Commentary” in The New Interpreter’s Bible: A 
Commentary in Twelve Volumes (Nashville: Abingdon 
Press, 1997), vol. V, p40. 

 
next week 

“Won’t You Be My Neighbor?” 

And, a FREE Neighborhood Cookout after worship! 

scripture 
 

Proverbs 1:20-33 
New Revised Standard Version, Emphasis added. 

 
20 Wisdom cries out in the street; 
    in the squares she raises her voice. 
21 At the busiest corner she cries out; 
    at the entrance of the city gates she speaks: 
22 “How long, O simple ones, will you love 
being simple? 
How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing 
    and fools hate knowledge? 
23 Give heed to my reproof; 
I will pour out my thoughts to you; 
    I will make my words known to you. 
24 Because I have called and you refused, 
    have stretched out my hand and no one 
heeded, 
25 and because you have ignored all my counsel 
    and would have none of my reproof, 
26 I also will laugh at your calamity; 
    I will mock when panic strikes you, 
27 when panic strikes you like a storm, 
    and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, 
    when distress and anguish come upon you. 
28 Then they will call upon me, but I will not 
answer; 
    they will seek me diligently, but will not find 
me. 
29 Because they hated knowledge 
    and did not choose the fear of the Lord, 
30 would have none of my counsel, 
    and despised all my reproof, 
31 therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way 
    and be sated with their own devices. 
32 For waywardness kills the simple, 
    and the complacency of fools destroys them; 
33 but those who listen to me will be secure 
    and will live at ease, without dread of 
disaster.” 
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