
discuss 
 

In Proverbs, faith is not opposed to reason, but 
constitutes its possibility, its connection to 
reality.  Proverbs 1:7 contradicts an 
assumption basic to most current 
worldviews—namely, that knowledge of the 
real world is independent of the “fear” or 
“knowledge” of God.  This modern assumption 
is expressed...by a variety of separations of 
“sacred” and “secular” realms: public vs. 
private, facts vs. values, science vs. religion, 
reason vs. faith, “objective” vs. (merely) 
“subjective”… 

For Proverbs, all of reality is God’s reality  
(cf. 8:22-31) and is subject to God’s cosmic 
order for good (cf. Genesis 1).  Although we 
may legitimately distinguish between worship 
and secular affairs, for Proverbs, “life is 
religion.”  That is, the ordinary affairs of daily 
life as well as cult and worship are to be lived 
in service to God and according to God’s 
norms or “ways.”1 

 
Do you understand faith—your life of 
discipleship—as something set apart, 
separate from the rest of your life?  Or, is 
faith an integral part of all aspects of your 
life? 
 
 
 
In what ways does faith influence/inspire 
your quest for knowledge and wisdom?  Is 
faith at the beginning of your quest or does 
it fall somewhere farther down the line? 
 
 
 
Is there a difference between knowledge 
and wisdom?  What is it? 
 
 
 

Other Thoughts, Notes, & Questions 

_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 

 
1 Raymond C. Van Leeuwen, “Proverbs 1:1-7 Reflections” in 

The New Interpreter’s Bible: A Commentary in Twelve 
Volumes (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1997), vol. V, p34-35. 
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scripture 
 

Proverbs 1:7-19 
New Revised Standard Version, Emphasis added. 

 
7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge; 
    fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
 
8 Hear, my child, your father’s instruction, 
    and do not reject your mother’s teaching; 
9 for they are a fair garland for your head, 
    and pendants for your neck. 
10 My child, if sinners entice you, 
    do not consent. 
11 If they say, “Come with us, let us lie in wait 
for blood; 
    let us wantonly ambush the innocent; 
12 like Sheol let us swallow them alive 
    and whole, like those who go down to the 
Pit. 
13 We shall find all kinds of costly things; 
    we shall fill our houses with booty. 
14 Throw in your lot among us; 
    we will all have one purse”— 
15 my child, do not walk in their way, 
    keep your foot from their paths; 
16 for their feet run to evil, 
    and they hurry to shed blood. 
17 For in vain is the net baited 
    while the bird is looking on; 
18 yet they lie in wait—to kill themselves! 
    and set an ambush—for their own lives! 
19 Such is the end of all who are greedy for 
gain; 
    it takes away the life of its possessors. 
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