
discuss 
 

These verses form a powerful and eloquent 
conclusion to the letter. 

They represent a reworking of biblical 
imagery to support the author's viewpoint that 
the church, having been united as one body 
through the work of Christ, takes an active role 
in pursuing God's righteousness and justice. 

The author is working closely with Isaiah 
59, in which God appears as a divine warrior 
who will bring about justice (see Isaiah 59:15b
-19; this tradition is also developed in Wisdom 
of Solomon 5:17-23 and 1 Thessalonians 5:8). 
As in Isaiah 59:17, the "armor of God" 
includes "the breastplate of 
righteousness" (Ephesians 6:14), and "the 
helmet of salvation" (Ephesians 6:17). Yet in 
Ephesians' use of the imagery, it is the 
community of the faithful that takes up this 
armor. They do so "in the Lord," which 
suggests that they wage this battle alongside 
the Lord. However, in Isaiah the language 
indicates that "there was no one to 
intervene" (59:16), and so God fights for 
justice alone. In Ephesians, we see a unique 
expression of the church's role in salvation and 
justice. By taking up God's armor, the 
community becomes active in the struggle 
against spiritual forces (cf. verse 12). 

 
With what spiritual forces do we struggle 
against?  In what ways do we, together, 
stand against evil—in our community and 
world? 
 
 
 
Read Matthew 16:13-19 and Romans 8:35, 
37-38 and 1 Corinthians 15:54-58 and 
Romans 12:17-21.  What promise do we 
have in the struggle against evil? 
 
 
 

Other Thoughts, Notes, & Questions 

_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 

 
1 “John Wesley’s Notes on the Bible,” Acts 2:42, from 

Wesley Center Online, http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/
john-wesleys-notes-on-the-bible/, accessed July 6, 2018. 
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Ephesians 6:10-20 
New Revised Standard Version, Emphasis added. 

 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the 
strength of his power. 11 Put on the whole 
armor of God, so that you may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For our
[b] struggle is not against enemies of blood and 
flesh, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up 
the whole armor of God, so that you may be 
able to withstand on that evil day, and having 
done everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand 
therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around 
your waist, and put on the breastplate of 
righteousness. 15 As shoes for your feet put on 
whatever will make you ready to proclaim the 
gospel of peace. 16 With all of these,[c] take the 
shield of faith, with which you will be able to 
quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
17 Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 
18 Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer 
and supplication. To that end keep alert and 
always persevere in supplication for all the 
saints. 19 Pray also for me, so that when I 
speak, a message may be given to me to make 
known with boldness the mystery of the 
gospel,[d] 20 for which I am an ambassador in 
chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I 
must speak. 
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