
discuss 
 

“Ephesians 3:18...talks about knowing the 
breadth and length and height and depth, 
though the author doesn’t identify the reality 
about which the church will know such 
dimensions.  The most likely understanding is 
that the author is talking about Christ’s love 
(mentioned explicitly in 19a).  It is not that 
Christ’s love can be measured and its limits 
determined; rather, the author prays that the 
church will come to know the infinite reach of 
this love in all directions (see Romans 11:33, 
Philippians 4:7).  It is such love that we 
‘comprehend with all the saints.’ This is what 
worship, service, fellowship, and the whole life 
of the church is about.  This divine love is not 
knowledge gained by private study, but love 
learned in the fellowship of the church.  In this 
community we learn the love Christ—both 
Christ’s love for us and what it means to love 
Christ in others, including our enemies from 
‘every family.’ 

“To know such love, indeed to be 
possessed by such love, is ‘the fullness of 
God’ (Ephesians 3:19b). This fulness is not 
something we possess and hold; rather, we are 
filled for the sake of the fullness of God in the 
world.  We are filled by God’s grace so that 
the reconciliation which has been 
accomplished in Christ might become the 
actual experience of the world…”1 

 
In what ways have you come to know and 
experience the love of Christ through the 
church? 
 
 
 
In what ways do you seek to make God’s 
love known in the community of faith and 
the world? 
 
 
 

Other Thoughts, Notes, & Questions 

_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 

 
1 “Commentary on Ephesians 3:14-21,” by Brian Peterson, 

WorkingPreacher.org, https://www.workingpreacher.org/
preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2546, accessed July 14, 
2018. 

 

next week: 
God’s Design: Imitators of God (Eph 4:25-5:2) 

scripture 
 

Ephesians 3:8-21 
New Revised Standard Version, Emphasis added. 

 
8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, 
this grace was given to me to bring to the 
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 
Christ, 9 and to make everyone see what is the 
plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God 
who created all things; 10 so that through the 
church the wisdom of God in its rich variety 
might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was 
in accordance with the eternal purpose that he 
has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in 
whom we have access to God in boldness and 
confidence through faith in him. 13 I pray 
therefore that you may not lose heart over my 
sufferings for you; they are your glory. 
 
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the 
Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth takes its name. 16 I pray that, 
according to the riches of his glory, he may 
grant that you may be strengthened in your 
inner being with power through his Spirit, 
17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith, as you are being rooted and 
grounded in love. 18 I pray that you may have 
the power to comprehend, with all the saints, 
what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, so that you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God. 
 
20 Now to him who by the power at work 
within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 
more than all we can ask or imagine, 21 to him 
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
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