
trust and confidence in God, that, through the 
merits of Christ, your sins are forgiven, and you 
are reconciled to God”…  This faith then, whereby 
we are born of God, is “not only a belief of all the 
articles of our faith, but also a true confidence in 
the mercy of God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 An immediate and constant fruit of this faith 
whereby we are born of God... is power over sin: 
power over outward sin of every kind, over every 
evil word and work, for wheresoever the blood of 
Christ is applied, it “purges the conscience from 
dead works;” and, power over inward sin for it 
purifies the heart from every unholy desire and 
temper… 
 Another fruit of this living faith is peace.  For, 
“being justified by faith, “ having all our sins 
blotted out, “we have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom 5:1)…. This is that 
“peace of God which passes all understanding,” 
that serenity of soul which it cannot find on its 
own.  It is a peace which all the powers of earth 
and hell are unable to take from the one who 
believes and has faith… It keeps the hearts and 
minds of the children of God, at all times and in 
all places.  Whether they are in ease or in pain, in 
sickness or health, in abundance or want, they are 
happy in God.  In every state they have learned to 
be content; to give thanks to God through Christ 
Jesus… So that in all situations of life there “heart 
stands fast, believing in the Lord.” 
 The second mark is hope.  It is a hope 
that in spite of our sufferings we are God’s 
children and co-heirs with Christ.  Just as Christ 
suffered and was glorified, so we in our suffering 
may one day experience glory with Christ. 

 The third mark is love.  Love is the 
greatest of all.  It is “the love of God shed abroad 
in their hears by the Holy Spirit which is given to 
them” (Rom 5:5)... 
 The necessary fruit of this love of God is the 
love of our neighbor, of every soul which God has 
made, not excepting our enemies, not excepting 
those who are now “despitefully using and 
persecuting us”—a love whereby we love every 
person as ourselves, as we love our own souls. 
 A second fruit then of the love of God is 
universal obedience to the God we love, and 
conformity to God’s will; obedience to all the 
commands of God; obedience of the heart and life, 
in all our conversations.  And one of the things 
most obviously implied here is being “zealous of 
good works;” the hungering and thirsting to do 
good, in every possible kind, to all humanity, 
rejoicing to “spend and be spent for them,” for 
every person, not looking for any repayment in 
this world. 

 

next week 
We welcome Rev. Marcelo Gomes! 

scripture 
 

John 3:1-8 
Common English Bible 

 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a 
leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and 
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that you do apart from the presence of 
God.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can see the kingdom of God without being 
born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can 
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb 
and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell 
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without 
being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, 
‘You must be born from above. 8 The wind blows 
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but 
you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit. 

 

sermon 
An excerpt from “The Marks of the New Birth,” preached by John Wesley, 

edited and redacted by Rev. Jacob Juncker. 
 

What does it mean to be born again? 
 

Scripture does not exactly tell us how this happens; 
but, as the question is of deep concern to 
everyone—afterall, Jesus tells us that “no one can 
see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.”  
 The first mark is faith.  Faith is the 
foundation of all the other marks.  Faith is not a 
simple assent to this proposition—Jesus is the 
Christ; nor indeed to all the propositions contained 
in our creed, or in the Old and New Testament.  It 
is not merely an assent to any or all these credible 
things, as credible.  Even the devils believe this.  
Do they have “faith”? 
 The true, living Christian faith is not only an 
assent—an act of understanding—but a disposition 
which God brings forth in the heart.  It is “a sure 
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