
and persecute you.  All of humanity you shall love 
as you love yourself.  Thirst after their happiness 
in every way with the same unwearied care for 
which you seek it for yourself. 
 But true religion, or a heart right toward God 
and humanity implies happiness as well as 
holiness.  For it is not “righteousness,” but also 
“peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” which make 
religion true. 
 

What peace? 
The peace of God “which God alone can give, and 
the world cannot take away; the peace which 
“passes all understanding.”  It is a peace that 
banishes all painful uncertainty that you are a 
child of God.  It banishes fear of God’s wrath.  It 
banishes fear of hell, fear of evil, and—in 
particular—fear of death.  With this peace of God, 
wherever it is fixed in the soul, there is also “joy 
in the Holy Spirit.” 
 

What joy? 
Those who find peace with both God and their 
neighbor are full of humble rejoicing.  “Happy are 
those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered” (Psalm 32:1, Romans 4:7-8).  It is a 
joyous thing to know your sins forgiven and that 
as such  you are a child of God, this gives the 
Christian the ability to “rejoice with joy 
unspeakable, in hope of the glory of God” (see 1 
Peter 1:6-9). 
 This happiness and holiness, joined in one, is 
sometimes referred to in the inspired writings of 
scripture as “the kingdom of God” (or “the 
kingdom of Heaven.”  It is termed “the kingdom 
of God” because it is the immediate fruit of God’s 
reigning in the soul.  As soon as God sets upon the 
throne of a person’s heart, the soul is filled with 
“righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Spirit.”  It is called “the kingdom of heaven” 
because it is (if only in part) heaven opened in the 
soul. 
 

When will we experience heaven? 
The “kingdom of God,” or of heaven, “is at hand.”  
As these words were originally spoken, they 
implied that “the time” was then fulfilled, God 
being “made manifest in the flesh” in Jesus Christ, 
when God would set up God’s kingdom on the 
earth, and reign in the hearts of his people…. 
Therefore, it is not far from anyone.  Indeed, this 
very minute you could experience God’s kingdom 
(heaven)—true religion—in your life, if only you 
would repent and believe the gospel. 
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14 After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee 
announcing God’s good news, 15 saying, “Now is 
the time! Here comes God’s kingdom! Change 
your hearts and lives, and trust this good news!” 

 

sermon 
An excerpt from “The Way to the Kingdom,” preached by John Wesley, 

edited and redacted by Rev. Jacob Juncker. 
 

What is “true religion” 
 

The Apostle Paul sums it all up in three particulars, 
“righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Spirit” (Romans 14:17).  This is what religion 
(truly so called) is all about! 
 

What righteousness? 
Jesus described the two great branches on which 
“hang all the law and the prophets, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your mind, and with all your soul, and with all 
your strength: this is the first and greatest 
commandment” (Mark 12:30)… You should desire 
nothing besides God (see Psalm 73:25).  You shall 
hear and fulfill God’s word which says, “My child, 
give me your heart” (Proverbs 23:26); and, having 
given God your heart, your innermost soul, to 
reign there without rival, you may well cry out, as 
your heart overflows, I love you, O Lord, my 
strength. The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my 
deliverer, my God, my rock in whom I take refuge 
(Psalm 18:1-2a). 

The second great branch of Christian 
righteousness is closely and inseparably connected 
with the first.  “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” …that is not only your friends and 
family and not only your acquaintances, not only 
the virtuous, the friendly, the person who is kind to 
you and loves you, but every person, every soul 
which God has made including the stranger—even 
those you have never seen nor heard of—even 
those who you know to do evil, even those who are 
ungrateful, even those that take advantage of you 
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