
all that, we would still fall short.  We would still 
be almost a Christian.  Do good intentions and 
desires make a Christian?  No.  As someone has 
said before, “Hell is paved with good intentions.”  
The great question of all, then, still remains. 
 

What is an altogether Christian? 
 “The right and true Christian faith is” (to say it 
in the words of the Church), “not only to believe 
that the Holy Scriptures and the articles of faith 
are true, but also to have a sure trust and 
confidence to be saved from eternal damnation by 
Christ.”  It is a “sure trust and confidence” which 
a person has in God, “that, by the merits of Christ, 
his sins are forgiven, and he is reconciled to the 
favor of God”; “whereof does follow a loving 
heart to obey his commandments.” 
 Now, whosoever has this faith which “purifies 
the heart” (by the power of God, who dwells 
therein) from pride, anger, desire, from “all 
unrighteousness; and fills it with love stronger 
than death, both to God and to all humanity; love 
that does the work of God, glorying to spend and 
to be spent for all; a love that endures with joy, not 
only the reproach of Christ, the being mocked 
despised, and hated of all men, but whatsoever the 
wisdom of God permits the malice of others or 
devils to inflict—whosoever has this faith thus 
“working by love” is not almost only, but 
altogether, a Christian... 
 Is the love of God shed abroad in your heart? 
Can you cry out, “My God, and my all”?  Do you 
desire nothing but God?  Are you happy in God?  
Is God your glory, your delight, the thing that 
gives you ultimate joy?  And is this commandment 
written in your heart, that to love God you must 
love your neighbor also?  Do you love everyone? 
even your enemies? even the enemies of God? as 
you love yourself? as Christ loved you?  Do you 
believe that Christ loves you, and gave himself for 
you?  Do you believe in that through Christ your 
sins are forgiven?  Through the work of the Spirit, 
do you know yourself to be a child of God? 
 The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who stands in our midst, knows that if anyone dies 
without this faith and this love, that it would be 
best if they were never born… 
 May we all thus experience what it is to be, not 
almost only; but altogether Christians!  Being 
justified freely by his grace, through the 
redemption that in in Jesus; knowing we have 
peace with God through Jesus Christ; rejoicing in 
hope of the glory of God; and having the love of 
God shed abroad in our hearts, by the Spirit given 
to us! 
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Acts 26:20-23, 26b-29 
Common English Bible 

 

I proclaimed first to those in Damascus and 
Jerusalem, then to the whole region of Judea and to 
the Gentiles. My message was that they should 
change their hearts and lives and turn to God, and 
that they should demonstrate this change in their 
behavior. 21 Because of this, some Jews seized me 
in the temple and tried to murder me. 22 God has 
helped me up to this very day. Therefore, I stand 
here and bear witness to the lowly and the great. 
I’m saying nothing more than what the Prophets 
and Moses declared would happen: 23 that the 
Christ would suffer and that, as the first to rise 
from the dead, he would proclaim light both to my 
people and to the Gentiles.” 

26bThis didn’t happen secretly or in some out-of
-the-way place. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe 
the prophets? I know you do.” 

28 Agrippa said to Paul, “Are you trying to 
convince me that, in such a short time, you’ve 
made me a Christian?” 

29 Paul responded, “Whether it is a short or a 
long time, I pray to God that not only you but also 
all who are listening to me today will become like 
me, except for these chains.” 

 

sermon 
An excerpt from “Almost Christian,” preached by John Wesley (1741), 

edited and redacted by Rev. Jacob Juncker. 
 

What is an almost Christian? 
Are not many of us conscious that we struggle to 
be a Christian at all; that we have not always been 
honest or sought justice?  We have not always 
been sincere in our faith—seeking to please God 
and do God’s will always?  We do not always 
intend to devote our entire selves—all our words 
and work and play—to God’s glory.  We do not 
consider, for very long at least, that all we do is “in 
the name of the Lord Jesus,” and as such should be 
“a spiritual sacrifice, acceptable to God through 
Christ.” 

But, supposing we had striven and lived up to 
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