
is...a full reliance on Christ; a trust in the merits of 
his life, death, and resurrection; a reliance upon 
him as our atonement and our life, as given for us, 
and living in us.  He is our wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption (see 1 Corinthians 
1:30), or—in one word—our salvation. 

 

What is salvation? 
It is a present reality.  It is something 

attainable.  Yes, actually experienced on earth by 
those who have a saving faith.   

We are saved from sin.  This is the salvation 
which comes through faith.  This is the salvation 
foretold by the angel to Joseph before Jesus’ birth: 
“you will call him Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).  There is 
neither here, nor in any other part of scripture, any 
limitation or restriction: all “his people”—or as it 
says elsewhere, “everyone who believes in 
him” (John 3:16)—will be saved from all their 
sins (original and actual, past and present).  
Through faith in Jesus, we are saved from the guilt 
and the power of sin. 

We are saved from guilt.  Whereas all the 
world is guilty before God; and, “if you, LORD, 
kept a record of sins, Lord, who could 
stand” (Psalm 130:3)? Nevertheless, “God’s 
righteousness comes through the faithfulness of 
Jesus Christ for all who have faith in him.  There’s 
no distinction” (Romans 3:22).  “So now there 
isn’t any condemnation for those who [believe] in 
Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).  We are saved from 
guilt. 

We are saved from fear.  We are saved from a 
fear of torment and punishment, saved from a fear 
of God’s wrath...  We are also saved from the fear, 
though not from the possibility, of falling away 
from the grace of God… We are persuaded 
(though perhaps not at all times, nor with the same 
fullness of persuasion, that “nothing can separate 
us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Romans 8:38).  We are saved from fear. 

We are saved from the power of sin.  Those 
who, by faith, are born of God do not sin.  They 
do not sin habitually, for all habitual sin is sin 
reigning; but, sin cannot reign in any that believe.  
They do not willfully sin: for a believer’s will, 
while they abide in the faith, is utterly set against 
all sin.  They do not desire, even think of, sin 
because those who have a saving faith desire only 
to do the holy and perfect will of God and all other 
desires are cast away.  Thus, “every person who 
remains in relationship to [Christ] does not sin,” 
though they cannot claim never to have sinned, 
they do not sin now. 
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At one time you were like a dead person because 
of the things you did wrong and your offenses 
against God. 2 You used to live like people of this 
world. You followed the rule of a destructive 
spiritual power. This is the spirit of disobedience to 
God’s will that is now at work in persons whose 
lives are characterized by disobedience. 3 At one 
time you were like those persons. All of you used 
to do whatever felt good and whatever you thought 
you wanted so that you were children headed for 
punishment just like everyone else. 

4-5 However, God is rich in mercy. He brought 
us to life with Christ while we were dead as a 
result of those things that we did wrong. He did 
this because of the great love that he has for us. 
You are saved by God’s grace! 6 And God raised us 
up and seated us in the heavens with Christ Jesus. 
7 God did this to show future generations the 
greatness of his grace by the goodness that God 
has shown us in Christ Jesus. 

8 You are saved by God’s grace because of your 
faith.[a] This salvation is God’s gift. It’s not 
something you possessed. 9 It’s not something you 
did that you can be proud of. 10 Instead, we are 
God’s accomplishment, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good things. God planned for these good things 
to be the way that we live our lives. 

 

sermon 
An excerpt from “Salvation by Faith,” preached by John Wesley (1738), 

edited and redacted by Rev. Jacob Juncker. 
 

Through what faith are we saved? 
It may be answered, first, as a faith in Christ: 
Christ, and God through Christ, are the object of 
faith.   

…[a saving faith] acknowledges the necessity 
and merit of Christ’s death, and the power of his 
resurrection.  It acknowledges his death as the only 
sufficient means of redeeming humanity from 
death eternal, and his resurrection as the restoration 
of us all to life and immortality... Christian faith 
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