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Prayer without action grows into powerless 
pietism, and action without prayer degenerates 
into questionable manipulation.  If prayer leads 
us into a deeper unity with the compassionate 
Christ, it will always give rise to concrete acts 
of service.  And if concrete acts of service do 
indeed lead us to a deeper solidarity with the 
poor, the hungry, the sick, the dying, and the 
oppressed, they will always give rise to prayer.  
In prayer we meet Christ, and in him all human 
suffering.  In service we meet people, and in 
them the suffering Christ. 

The discipline of patience reveals itself not 
only in the way we pray but also in the way we 
act.  Our actions, like our prayers, must be a 
manifestation of God’s compassionate 
presence in the midst of our world.  Patient 
actions are actions through which the healing, 
consoling, comforting, reconciling, and 
unifying love of God can touch the heart of 
humanity.  They are actions through which the 
fullness of time can show itself and God’s 
justice and peace can guide our world.  They 
are actions by which good news is brought to 
the poor, liberty to the prisoners, new sight to 
the blind, freedom to the oppressed, and God’s 
year of favor is proclaimed (Lk 4:18-19).  
They are actions that remove the fear, 
suspicion, and power-hungry competition that 
cause an escalating arms race, an increasing 
separation between the wealthy and the poor, 
and an intensifying cruelty between the 
powerful and the powerless.  They are actions 
that lead people to listen to each other, speak 
with each other, and heal each other’s wounds.  
In short, they are actions based on a faith that 
knows God’s presence in our lives and wants 
this presence to be felt by individuals, 
communities, societies, and nations. 

 
discuss 

 

How can/should you (we) act compassionately 
toward others (and our community)? 

 
 

next week 
Salvation by Faith 

scripture 
 

Luke 6:36 
Common English Bible 

 

36 Be compassionate just as your [heavenly] 
Father is compassionate. 

 
 

James 2:14-26 
Common English Bible 

 

14 My brothers and sisters, what good is it if 
people say they have faith but do nothing to 
show it? Claiming to have faith can’t save 
anyone, can it? 15 Imagine a brother or sister 
who is naked and never has enough food to eat. 
16 What if one of you said, “Go in peace! Stay 
warm! Have a nice meal!”? What good is it if 
you don’t actually give them what their body 
needs? 17 In the same way, faith is dead when it 
doesn’t result in faithful activity. 

18 Someone might claim, “You have faith 
and I have action.” But how can I see your 
faith apart from your actions? Instead, I’ll 
show you my faith by putting it into practice in 
faithful action. 19 It’s good that you believe that 
God is one. Ha! Even the demons believe this, 
and they tremble with fear. 20 Are you so slow? 
Do you need to be shown that faith without 
actions has no value at all? 21 What about 
Abraham, our father? Wasn’t he shown to be 
righteous through his actions when he offered 
his son Isaac on the altar? 22 See, his faith was 
at work along with his actions. In fact, his faith 
was made complete by his faithful actions. 
23 So the scripture was fulfilled that says, 
Abraham believed God, and God regarded him 
as righteous. What is more, Abraham was 
called God’s friend. 24 So you see that a person 
is shown to be righteous through faithful 
actions and not through faith alone. 25 In the 
same way, wasn’t Rahab the prostitute shown 
to be righteous when she received the 
messengers as her guests and then sent them on 
by another road? 26 As the lifeless body is dead, 
so faith without actions is dead. 
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