
read 
from Compassion: A Reflection on the Christian Life 
(New York: Doubleday, 2005) by Henri J.M. Nouwen, 
Donald P. McNeill, and Douglas A. Morrison, p.13-14 

 

In Jesus, God’s compassion became visible to 
us.  Jesus not only said, “Be compassionate as 
your Father is compassionate,” but Jesus also 
was the concrete embodiment of this divine 
compassion in our world.  Jesus’ response to 
the ignorant, the hungry, the blind, the lepers, 
the widows, and all those who came to him 
with their suffering, flowed from the divine 
compassion which led God to become one of 
us.  We need to pay close attention to Jesus’ 
words and actions if we are to gain insight into 
the mystery of this divine compassion.  We 
would misunderstand the many miraculous 
stories in the Gospels if we were to be 
impressed simply by the fact that sick and 
tormented people were suddenly liberated from 
their pains.  If this were indeed the central 
event of these stories, a cynic might rightly 
remark that most people during Jesus’ day 
were not cured and that those who were cured 
only made it worse for those who were not.  
What is important here is not the cure of the 
sick, but the deep compassion that moved 
Jesus to these cures. 

 
discuss 

 

How does Jesus demonstrate, or reveal, God’s 
compassion? 
 
 
 
What does it mean for God to be Emmanuel—
God with us?  What does it mean for God to be 
with us? 
 
 
 
When have you felt God’s presence—God 
with you? 
 
 
 

 
 

next week 
The Compassionate Life 

scripture 
 

Luke 6:36 
Common English Bible 

 

36 Be compassionate just as your [heavenly] 
Father is compassionate. 

 
 

Matthew 1:18-25 
Common English Bible 

 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took 
place. When Mary his mother was engaged to 
Joseph, before they were married, she became 
pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph her 
husband was a righteous man. Because he 
didn’t want to humiliate her, he decided to call 
off their engagement quietly. 20 As he was 
thinking about this, an angel from the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph 
son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as 
your wife, because the child she carries was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give 
birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22 Now all of this took place so that what 
the Lord had spoken through the prophet would 
be fulfilled: 
 
23 Look! A virgin will become pregnant and 
give birth to a son, 
        And they will call him, Emmanuel. 
(Emmanuel means “God with us.”) 
 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did just as an 
angel from God commanded and took Mary as 
his wife. 25 But he didn’t have sexual relations 
with her until she gave birth to a son. Joseph 
called him Jesus. 
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