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Before God began to create, “the earth was without shape or form.”1  That which is yet to 

be had not yet been created and placed in harmony with all else. 

In the beginning, when God began to create, God spoke a Word through which all things 

were made, came into being, and placed into a careful balance each in relation to another.2  God 

made everything.  There was life; and, it was good. 

Humanity was formed by God from the dust of the earth to steward creation, to help all 

the parts relate in such a way that all living things might be fruitful and multiply.  Having 

assigned humanity its purpose, God observed that “It’s not good that the human is alone.”3  So 

God fashioned him a partner.  Together, in community, they lived and worked.  Though they 

were diverse in their being (two), they were as “one flesh.” 

It is not good for the human to be alone. 
 It is one of the first observances God makes of 

Creation, it is not good for humans to be alone.  To 

experience life—to be fruitful and multiply—we 

need to be in relationship with “bone of our bones, 

and flesh of our flesh.”  And, when we are not—

when our relationships break down—we experience 

death. 

  The first (left) panel of the triptych depicts 

the human (Adam) and his partner (Eve) in the 

                                                           
1 Genesis 1:2a, Common English Bible. 
2 See John 1:1-5 and Genesis  
3 Genesis 2:18a, Common English Bible. 
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garden.  Eve is handing Adam the forbidden fruit—fruit from the tree of good and evil.  It is 

important to note that the fruit sits on the table.  It was created by God, but it is not offered for 

them to eat.  The serpent encourages Eve to eat it. 4  Eve takes it.  They both eat it; and, in so 

doing all their relationships are compromised.  The balance and harmony of Creation becomes 

skewed. 

By eating the forbidden fruit, Adam and Eve grow apart.  They experience shame in their 

nakedness.  They pass the blame for their actions.  Adam blames Eve for giving him the fruit, 

when the story suggests he was near her the entire time. 

By eating the forbidden fruit, their relationship with God is strained.  They hide from 

God, ashamed to be around God due to their nakedness.  They are afraid to be around God and 

God is afraid to be around them.  God created humanity to care for creation; but, having eaten 

the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil, God sees humanity as a competitor.  God is afraid 

that if Adam and Eve eat the fruit of the tree of life too, they will become just like God; so, God 

casts them out of God’s presence. 5  Where once Adam and Eve walked beside God, they now 

become separated from God. 

By eating the forbidden fruit, Adam and Eve experience estrangement between each 

other, God, and the created order.  Where once the earth bore fruit for humanity’s needs, now it 

                                                           
4 In hindsight, I should have included the serpent in this triptych.  It would have been powerful to place the serpent 

on the table, wrapped around the bowl of fruit.  Present at the table, but not lurking in the shadows.  Colossians 1:20 

declares that through Christ all things, “whether things on earth or in the heavens,” are reconciled to God.  Surely 

this means that even the serpent has a place a table; whether it takes is place is totally up to it; but, it is, nonetheless 

invited. 
5 What do we make of God’s fear that Adam and Eve, if they eat from the tree of life too, will become like God?  

The text suggests that this fear leads God to expel Adam and Eve from the garden.  If sin is a breakdown/severing of 

relationship.  Is this pushing away of Adam and Eve sinful on God’s part?  And, what do we make of the fact that 

God will end up offering humanity eternal life anyway through the bread of heaven, Jesus (cf. John 6:35-40)?  So, in 

the end, is the reconciliation we receive from God a changing of God’s mind?  Is Jesus, and in particular his death 

on the cross, an act of Godly repentance?  Is the resurrection, similar to the rainbow, a promise that God will never 

abandon us again?  Thinking of God’s mission as a restoring of relationship has opened a depth of questions for me 

that I think I need to explore and consider further. 
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withholds it. Thorns and thistles now grow, and humanity must work for its food.  By eating the 

forbidden fruit all of humanity’s relationships breakdown.  Broken relationship with one another, 

God, and the created order is the result of our sin.  We need a savior to show us the Way and 

restore that which has been broken. 

 

Jesus: The Way 
Jesus restores our relationships.  He “is the 

image of the invisible God…all things were 

created by him… Because all the fullness of 

God was pleased to live in him, and he 

reconciled all things to himself through him—

whether things on earth or in the heavens.  He 

brought peace through the blood of his cross.”6  

Through Christ all our relationships have been 

restored.  He invites us back to the table. 

 The table is significant.  In the United 

Methodist tradition, we practice an “open” 

communion which means that there are no faith 

requirements for persons who wish to participate in the meal.  All that is asked is that a person 

repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another.  The table is the place where we 

find reconciliation and peace.  We break bread and drink together.  It is where we ask the Holy 

Spirit (portrayed in the upper right quadrant as a dove) to “make us one with Christ, one with 

                                                           
6 Colossians 1:15a, 16a, 19-20, Common English Bible. 
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each other, and one in ministry.”7  The light streaming from the Spirit, alights the faces of 

everyone around the table.  It allows us to see face-to-face.  Through the sharing of bread and 

cup, we experience reconciliation and, if only for a moment, share in a glimpse of God’s reign 

where we will “feast at his banquet”8 for eternity. 

 

E. Stanley Jones & Ghandi 
The third panel of the triptych includes E. Stanley 

Jones and Mahatma Ghandi.  Jones was arguably 

one of the most famous Methodist missionaries of 

the 20th century.  While known throughout the 

world, Jones’ primary mission field was India.  He 

was a friend of Ghandi. 

 One of the ways in which Jones proclaimed 

the gospel in India was by drawing people into a 

conversation.  As Anne Matthews-Younes, the 

granddaughter of E. Stanley Jones, notes, he did 

not try to argue or debate with non-Christians, but rather sought to draw them into a conversation 

where Christ could be revealed.9  He did this through preaching and teaching lectures, where he 

encouraged conversation.  He even formulated a “round table” approach which sought to place 

people of varying religious convictions around the table as equals, providing a space for each 

                                                           
7 “A Service of Word and Table I and Introductions to the Other Forms,” UMCDiscipleship.org 

<https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/a-service-of-word-and-table-i-and-introductions-to-the-other-forms> 

accessed March 11, 2018. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Anne Matthews-Younes, presenting at  United Christian Ashrams event, posted on YouTube.com November 8, 
2015 <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_FsTSKnF60> accessed March 9, 2018. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/a-service-of-word-and-table-i-and-introductions-to-the-other-forms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_FsTSKnF60


Juncker5 

person to testify to their faith (or lack thereof) and how it impacted their everyday life.  These 

round table discussions were held with 30-40 people.  Jones suggested that this round table 

approach could be used not only for dialogue among people of different religious convictions, 

but also among nations (a precursor, some argue, to the United Nations).  Jones sought to draw 

people into a conversation, to sit them down around the table, so that they might better 

understand one another, and, in so doing, discover Christ in their midst. 

 

Restoring Relationship 

God’s mission is to restore the relationships broken by our sin—to reconcile all relationships that 

sin estranges.  God’s purpose in Christ is to restore humanity’s relationship with God and to 

teach humanity how to live at peace with one another and with Creation.  Indeed, Christ has 

entrusted us with this ministry of reconciliation,10 which is why there’s still open space at the 

table.  In the triptych, we are invited to sit at the table and to bring others with us as we seek to 

offer the world a glimpse of what is yet to fully come. 

                                                           
10 cf. 2 Corinthians 5:14-21. 
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In the book of Revelation, the author provides us with a glimpse of God’s consummated 

plan: 

God’s dwelling is here with humankind.  He will dwell with them, and they will 

be his peoples.  God himself will be with them as their God.  He will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes, Death will be no more.  There will be no mourning, 

crying, or pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.11 

 

God’s will is to one day live side-by-side with humanity as it was in the beginning.  God’s 

purpose is to restore all our relationships that a new earth might be born out of our restored 

relationships.  As we relate in the way God intends “there will be no more mourning, crying or 

pain” for all will be at peace and we will sit at the table together. 

                                                           
11 Revelation 21:3-4, Common English Bible. 


