
our commitment 
from ¶219. Mutual Responsibility 

in The United Methodist Book of Discipline: 2016 
(Nashville: The United Methodist Publishing House, 2016) 

  

Faithful discipleship includes the obligation to 
participate in the corporate life of the 
congregation with fellow members of the body 
of Christ.  A member is bound in sacred 
covenant to shoulder the burdens, share the 
risks, and celebrate the joys of fellow 
members.  A Christian is called to speak the 
truth in love, always ready to confront conflict 
in the spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation. 

 
discuss 

 

When you think about your obligation and 
commitment to the church—local and global—
what do you think your responsibility is? 
 
 

How do you live into that obligation and 
commitment? 

 
 
Paul, in his letter to the church at Galatia, talks 
about restoring people who have sinned—been 
“caught doing something wrong”—with a 
spirit of gentleness. 

In what ways are you open to being 
corrected by other people in the church, 
including the pastor? 
 
 
What level of comfort might you have with 
such an interaction?  Why? 
 
 

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist 
movement, described Methodist “societies” as 
“a company of [persons] having the form and 
seeking the power of godliness, united in order 
to pray together, to receive the word of 
exhortation, and to watch over one another in 
love, that they may help each other to work out 
their salvation.” 

What does it mean to watch over one 
another in love and to “help each other to 
work out...salvation”? 

 
 

next week 
Our Commitment: Prayer 

scripture 
Galatians 5:13-6:2 

Common English Bible 
 

13 You were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; 
only don’t let this freedom be an opportunity to 
indulge your selfish impulses, but serve each other 
through love. 14 All the Law has been fulfilled in a 
single statement: Love your neighbor as yourself. 
15 But if you bite and devour each other, be careful 
that you don’t get eaten up by each other! 
 
16 I say be guided by the Spirit and you won’t carry 
out your selfish desires. 17 A person’s selfish desires 
are set against the Spirit, and the Spirit is set against 
one’s selfish desires. They are opposed to each 
other, so you shouldn’t do whatever you want to do. 
18 But if you are being led by the Spirit, you aren’t 
under the Law. 19 The actions that are produced by 
selfish motives are obvious, since they include 
sexual immorality, moral corruption, doing whatever 
feels good, 20 idolatry, drug use and casting spells, 
hate, fighting, obsession, losing your temper, 
competitive opposition, conflict, selfishness, group 
rivalry, 21 jealousy, drunkenness, partying, and other 
things like that. I warn you as I have already warned 
you, that those who do these kinds of things won’t 
inherit God’s kingdom. 
 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law 
against things like this. 24 Those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the self with its passions 
and its desires. 
 
25 If we live by the Spirit, let’s follow the Spirit. 
26 Let’s not become arrogant, make each other angry, 
or be jealous of each other. 
 
6:1Brothers and sisters, if a person is caught doing 
something wrong, you who are spiritual should 
restore someone like this with a spirit of gentleness. 
Watch out for yourselves so you won’t be tempted 
too. 2 Carry each other’s burdens and so you will 
fulfill the law of Christ.  
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