
discuss 
 

In Paul’s first letter to the church at 
Thessaloniki, he writes that “we have been 
examined and approved by God to be trusted 
with the good news” (1 Thessalonians 2:4a, 
Common English Bible).  Through our baptism 
we are entrusted with the good news.  What are 
you doing with news that has been entrusted to 
you? 
 
 
 
The Book of Discipline of The United 
Methodist Church (2016) states that, “The 
people of God, who are the church made 
visible in the world, must convince the world 
of the reality of the gospel or leave it 
unconvinced.  There can be no evasion or 
delegation of this responsibility; the church is 
either faithful as a witnessing and serving 
community, or it loses its vitality and its 
impact on an unbelieving world” (¶130. 
Faithful Ministry). 

To what extent do you take this task 
seriously? 
 
 
 
How well does the church do at witnessing 
to the love of God found in Jesus Christ? 
 
 
 
What are the results of our being faithful as 
a witnessing and serving community?  
What happens when we try to evade our 
responsibility of serving and being a 
representative to Christ in the world? 

 
 
 
What does it mean to “remain faithful 
members of Christ’s holy Church?  What does 
faithfulness look like? 
 
 
 

 
next week 

“keeping the covenant in community 
& remembering our baptism” 

scripture 
2 Corinthians 5:14-21 

Common English Bible 
 

14 The love of Christ controls us, because we have 
concluded this: one died for the sake of all; 
therefore, all died. 15 He died for the sake of all so 
that those who are alive should live not for 
themselves but for the one who died for them and 
was raised. 
    16 So then, from this point on we won’t recognize 
people by human standards. Even though we used to 
know Christ by human standards, that isn’t how we 
know him now. 17 So then, if anyone is in Christ, that 
person is part of the new creation. The old things 
have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!  
    18 All of these new things are from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and who 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 19 In other 
words, God was reconciling the world to himself 
through Christ, by not counting people’s sins against 
them. He has trusted us with this message of 
reconciliation. 
    20 So we are ambassadors who represent Christ. 
God is negotiating with you through us. We beg you 
as Christ’s representatives, “Be reconciled to God!” 
21 God caused the one who didn’t know sin to be sin 
for our sake so that through him we could become 
the righteousness of God. 

 

baptismal vows 
from “Baptismal Covenant I” in The United Methodist Hymnal (1989) 

  

According to the grace given to you, will you remain 
faithful members of Christ’s holy Church and serve 
as Christ’s representatives in the world? 
 

A discussion series of Lee Memorial United Methodist Church 1/28/2018 


