
unfruitful actions of darkness. Instead, you 
should reveal the truth about them. 12 It’s 
embarrassing to even talk about what certain 
persons do in secret. 13 But everything exposed 
to the light is revealed by the light. 
14 Everything that is revealed by the light is 
light. Therefore, it says, Wake up, sleeper! Get 
up from the dead, and Christ will shine on you. 

 
read 

From Praying Together ©1988 English Language Liturgical Consultation 

(ELLC), May 2007 Electronic Edition., page 44 of 45. 
 

Simeon’s song of joyful release has been part 
of the Church’s daily offering of prayer since 
the fourth century… Its images of peace and 
light make it particularly appropriate for the 
evening.  In the East it is used at Vespers.  In 
the West it is generally associated with 
Compline or Night Prayer and in some 
traditions with Evening Prayer. 
    It also has a history of use after the 
Eucharist.  In the Liturgy of St. Chrysostom it 
is part of the devotions prescribed after 
receiving holy communion, and it has had a 
similar use in Lutheran and Reformed worship. 

 
discuss 

 

What does salvation look like?  Have you seen 
it?  In your life? In the life of your friends? 
family? 
 
 
 
The light of salvation reveals God “to the 
nations.”  In what ways is the light of salvation 
shining in your life? revealing God to those 
around you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

next week 
“Praying Together: Benedictus” 

nunc dimittis 
  

 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace; 
your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared in the sight of every 
people; 
a light to reveal you to the nations 
and the glory of your people Isreal. 

 

The Song of Simeon, Luke 2:29-32 

 
scripture 

John 8:12 
Common English Bible 

 

12 Jesus spoke to the people again, saying, “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me won’t walk 
in darkness but will have the light of life.” 
 

Ephesians 5:1-14 
Common English Bible 

 

Therefore, imitate God like dearly loved children. 
2 Live your life with love, following the example of 
Christ, who loved us and gave himself for us. He 
was a sacrificial offering that smelled sweet to God. 
3 Sexual immorality, and any kind of impurity or 
greed, shouldn’t even be mentioned among you, 
which is right for holy persons. 4 Obscene language, 
silly talk, or vulgar jokes aren’t acceptable for 
believers. Instead, there should be thanksgiving. 
5 Because you know for sure that persons who are 
sexually immoral, impure, or greedy—which 
happens when things become gods—those persons 
won’t inherit the kingdom of Christ and God. 
6 Nobody should deceive you with stupid ideas. 
God’s anger comes down on those who are 
disobedient because of this kind of thing. 7 So you 
shouldn’t have anything to do with them. 8 You were 
once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord, so 
live your life as children of light. 9 Light produces 
fruit that consists of every sort of goodness, justice, 
and truth. 10 Therefore, test everything to see what’s 
pleasing to the Lord, 11 and don’t participate in the 
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