
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
    yet he did not open his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
    and like a sheep that before its shearers is 
silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
    Who could have imagined his future? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
    stricken for the transgression of my people. 
9 They made his grave with the wicked 
    and his tomb with the rich, 
although he had done no violence, 
    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

 
read 
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The Agnus Dei is an anthem in litany form 
traditionally sung or said to accompany the 
breaking of the consecrated bread at the 
Eucharist.  In a varied form it occurs within the 
Gloria in Excelsis…. 

Since its introduction in the seventh 
century into the Western liturgy the Agnus Dei 
has undergone a number of variations in Latin 
and vernacular forms.  At first the petition 
miserere nobis (“have mercy on us”) was 
unchanged at each repitions, but in the tenth 
and eleventh centuries it became common to 
substitute in the last line dona nobis pacem 
(“grant us peace”).  This was also varied at 
requiems to “grant them rest” and “grant them 
rest eternal.”  The medieval period gave rise to 
other variations on the anthem.  Sometimes 
phrases were added to bring out the meaning 
more clearly.  In the Reformation liturgies of 
England and Germany, pacem...was rendered 
“thy peace” both to keep two syllables for 
musical reasons and under the influence of 
such texts as John 14:27.  The German form 
also sought clarity by prefixing “Christ” to 
each of the lines 1, 3, and 5. 

 
discuss 

 

How do you understand the claim that Jesus 
was “crushed for our iniquities” or, put another 
way, “by his stripes, we are healed”?  Do you 
believe in redemptive violence? 
 
 
 

next week 
“Praying Together: Nunc Dimittis” 

prayer 
  

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Alternative Version 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
scripture 

John 1:29-34 
Common English Bible 

 

29 The next day [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming 
toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of 
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself 
did not know him; but I came baptizing with water 
for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 
32 And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending 
from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I 
myself did not know him, but the one who sent me 
to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you 
see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I myself have 
seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 

 

 
Isaiah 53:5-9 

Common English Bible 
 

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
    crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
    and by his bruises we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have all turned to our own way, 
and the Lord has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 
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