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Recent scholarship suggests that the Sanctus or 
angelic hymn first entered the eucharistic 
prayer in the East.  The earliest references are 
from East Syria, Cappadocia, and Jerusalem.  
It spread rapidly in both the East and the West.  
Its use no doubt arose from the thought that the 
worshipers who had lifted their hearts to the 
Lord were sharing in the worship of heaven. 

The Sanctus (lines 1-3) sometimes appears 
without the Benedictus (lines 4-5) as in the 
Egyptian Liturgy of Serapion (fourth century) 
and The Book of Common Prayer of 1552 and 
1662.  Some liturgies have used the Benedictus 
but not in immediate conjunction with the 
Sanctus… 

These texts are acclamations of praise 
based upon Scripture, but not exactly 
conforming to the texts of Isaiah 6:3 or Mark 
11:9-10 respectively.  At an early stage in the 
Church’s liturgical use the reference to 
“heaven” was added in line 2.  Some early 
liturgies expand the text in other ways. 

 
discuss 

 

“Heaven and earth are full of your glory.”  
Where do you see God’s glory?  What do you 
see? 
 
 
 
Is your desire for God to save you so strong 
that you would shout in the streets, “Save me!  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
the Lord!  Save me! 
 
 
 
Is your conviction of God’s love so strong that 
you can see it all around?  In your life and in 
the life of those around you—your family, 
friends, neighborhood/community, and world? 
 
 
 
 

next week 
“Praying Together: Agnus Dei” 

prayer 
  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
scripture 

Isaiah 6:1-4 
Common English Bible 

 

In the year of King Uzziah’s death, I saw the Lord 
sitting on a high and exalted throne, the edges of his 
robe filling the temple. 2 Winged creatures were 
stationed around him. Each had six wings: with two 
they veiled their faces, with two their feet, and with 
two they flew about. 3 They shouted to each other, 
saying: 
 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of heavenly 
forces! 
All the earth is filled with God’s glory!” 
 

4 The doorframe shook at the sound of their shouting, 

and the house was filled with smoke. 

 

Mark 11:7-11 
Common English Bible 

 

7 They brought the colt to Jesus and threw their 
clothes upon it, and he sat on it. 8 Many people 
spread out their clothes on the road while others 
spread branches cut from the fields. 9 Those in front 
of him and those following were shouting, 
“Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord! 10 Blessings on the coming 
kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the 
highest!” 11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into 
the temple. After he looked around at everything, 
because it was already late in the evening, he 
returned to Bethany with the Twelve. 
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