
18  I assure you that whatever you fasten on 
earth will be fastened in heaven. And whatever 
you loosen on earth will be loosened in 
heaven. 19  Again I assure you that if two of 
you agree on earth about anything you ask, 
then my Father who is in heaven will do it for 
you. 20  For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, I’m there with them.” 

 

read 
From Praying Together ©1988 English Language Liturgical Consultation 

(ELLC), May 2007 Electronic Edition., page 25 of 45. 
 

In the eucharistic liturgy, this dialogue 
between the president [priest] and the 
congregation is found as early as the third 
century in the West (Hippolytus, ca. 215, and 
Cyprian, ca. 252) and the fourth century in the 
East (Cyril of Jerusalem, ca. 350).  Its 
universality shows that it developed from a 
dialogue at Jewish ritual meals where the grace 
or thanksgiving after the main meal was 
introduced by the president’s saying “Let us 
give thanks to the Lord our God” and the 
gathered company giving their assent.  In the 
Eucharist the dialogue leads into the great 
thanksgiving, which traditionally begins with a 
preface culminating in the Sanctus.  Some 
early liturgies amplify the simple dialogue or 
substitute “minds” or “hearts and minds” for 
“hearts.” 

[The opening two lines] use as a liturgical, 
and even personal, greeting may well be older 
than Christianity (compare Ruth 2:4 and 2 
Timothy 4:22). 

 
discuss 

 

When is “the Lord...with you”? 
 
 
 
Do you “lift up your hearts” when the Lord is 
near? 
 
 
 

next week 
“Praying Together: Sanctus and Benedictus” 

prayer 
  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
scripture 

Ruth 2:1-4 
Common English Bible 

 

Now Naomi had a respected relative, a man of 
worth, through her husband from the family of 
Elimelech. His name was Boaz. 2 Ruth the 
Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the field 
so that I may glean among the ears of grain 
behind someone in whose eyes I might find 
favor.” 

Naomi replied to her, “Go, my daughter.” 
3 So she went; she arrived and she gleaned in 
the field behind the harvesters. By chance, it 
happened to be the portion of the field that 
belonged to Boaz, who was from the family of 
Elimelech. 

4 Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem. 
He said to the harvesters, “May the Lord be 
with you.” 

And they said to him, “May the Lord bless 
you.” 

Matthew 18:15-20 
Common English Bible 

 

15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go 
and correct them when you are alone together. 
If they listen to you, then you’ve won over 
your brother or sister. 16  But if they won’t 
listen, take with you one or two others so that 
every word may be established by the mouth of 
two or three witnesses. 17  But if they still won’t 
pay attention, report it to the church. If they 
won’t pay attention even to the church, treat 
them as you would a Gentile and tax collector. 
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