
consider 
“Reflections on Exodus 23:20-33” in The New Interpreter’s 
Bible: A Commentary in Twelve Volumes, vol. 1 (Nashville: 

Abingdon Press, 1994), p878. 
  

The good land now given is conditional.  It 
depends on worship of Yahweh along (vv. 21, 
24-25, 32).  Christianity has for so long 
represented itself as a religion of free grace, 
that we flinch from the though that God’s gifts 
are conditional. Mosaic faith, however, is 
realistically grounded in a comprehensive 
“if” (v.22; cf. 19:5).  This is not because God 
is calculating or bargaining but because the gift 
of a productive, secure land cannot be held 
carelessly or through patterns of exploitation.  
Under such practices, the land will soon 
succumb to self-serving economics that will 
void any prospect of peace, security, or justice.  
The “if” is a realistic understanding that social 
practice determines social identity. 

 
discuss 

 

There is a tension in Christianity between the 
understanding that God’s gifts are free and we 
do nothing to earn or deserve them (see 1 John 
4:7-10) and that they are conditional, we must 
obey and do certain things to receive God’s 
blessing.  To what extent do you understand 
God’s gifts to be a free gift and/or a condition 
of the relationship? 
 
 
 
What are the conditions God demands? 
 
 
 
God says, “If you worship their gods, it will 
become a dangerous trap for you.”  What gods 
tempt us?  What detrimental effects (traps) 
might/do we experience in worshiping these 
gods? 
 

 
next week 
Exodus 32:2-14 

read 
Exodus 23:20-33 

Common English Bible 
 

20 I’m about to send a messenger in front of 
you to guard you on your way and to bring you 
to the place that I’ve made ready. 21 Pay 
attention to him and do as he says. Don’t rebel 
against him. He won’t forgive the things you 
do wrong because I am with him. 22 But if you 
listen carefully to what he says and do all that I 
say, then I’ll be an enemy to your enemies and 
fight those fighting you. 

23 When my messenger goes in front of you 
and brings you to the Amorites, the Hittites, 
the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites, and I wipe them out, 24 don’t 
bow down to their gods, worship them, or do 
what they do. Instead, you should completely 
destroy them and smash their sacred stone 
pillars to bits. 25 If you worship the Lord your 
God, the Lord will bless your bread and your 
water. I’ll take sickness away from you, 26 and 
no woman will miscarry or be infertile in your 
land. I’ll let you live a full, long life. 27 My 
terrifying reputation will precede you, and I’ll 
throw all the people that you meet into a panic. 
I’ll make all your enemies turn their backs to 
you. 28 I’ll send insect swarms in front of you 
and drive out the Hivites, the Canaanites, and 
the Hittites before you. 29 I won’t drive them 
out before you in a single year so the land 
won’t be abandoned and the wild animals 
won’t multiply around you. 30 I’ll drive them 
out before you little by little, until your 
numbers grow and you eventually possess the 
land. 31 I’ll set your borders from the Reed Sea 
to the Philistine Sea and from the desert to the 
River. I’ll hand the inhabitants of the land over 
to you, and you will drive them out before 
you. 32 Don’t make any covenants with them or 
their gods. 33 Don’t allow them to live in your 
land, or else they will lead you to sin against 
me. If you worship their gods, it will become a 
dangerous trap for you. 
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