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• WUMC sits between the elementary and 
middle/senior high schools.  Ever child 
receiving public education who lives in 
southern Marshall County comes within a 
block of the church.  We need to be reaching 
out to these kids and their families. 

• Need ministry to/for “seniors” in our Wesley 
family, the church’s shut-ins, residents at 
Miller’s here in Culver, Miller’s Assisted Living 
in Plymouth, Forest Place Senior Apartments 
in Culver, and Marie Center at Ancilla 
Donaldson.  Reach out to young families in 
the community.  Bring children to Christ and 
worship at Wesley. 

• [Culver Academies is an important part of this 
community.]  We would like to show you and 
your wife Culver Academies via our two golf 
carts. 

• The attitude of the church needs to be more 
Christian.  Some people [in this church] are 
not Christian. 

• Church growth is a concern. 

• Lack of healthy community and goals, no 
focus on children and their growth in Christ 
and the Church.  Summed up: a lack of 
“togetherness.” 

• We need a leader who listens to God’s leading 
and will push us past the resistance to change 
in order for us to grow beyond where we are 
now! 

• We are part-time residents.  We live here 6 
months and Arizona 6 months of the year.  
Visiting the elderly is needed.  We have lots of 

elderly in our church.  We welcome you and 
pray for you to help our church grow again. 

• That if we pray together we stay together. 

• To keep an OPEN MIND!  Be ready for any 
and all experiences you may encounter.  
There will be good and bad in equal measure, 
I’m sure.  Give everyone a chance to show 
his/her good side! 

• That God is here to answer our prayers. 

• The church is more than willing to meet our 
new leadership half way and are happy to 
have you here.  Our shut-ins need to 
understand that they are important to the 
church even though they can’t participate.  
Great community to raise children and 
[children] are important to us. 

• Put God first, love the neighbor. 

• Each of us will begin this journey as 
individuals willing to understand, forgive, and 
go on. 

• [There is] a community of young couples 
searching, that need to start a journey with 
Christ.  We all need a purpose to bring them 
to God. 

• We’ve had a bit of drama and some ruffled 
feathers in the congregation before you 
arrived. 

• Since moving to an assisted living community, 
I find I am no longer active in the church [but] 
will attend when I can.  I am glad to have you 
and your family here.  Welcome. 
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On Sunday, July 22, 2012, Pastor Jacob 
continued the New Beginnings series by 
discussing how we prepare for journeys.  We 
considered Numbers 10:29-31 where Moses 
invites his father-in-law to join the Israelites on 
their journey toward the Promised Land. 

Moses was traveling into “unexplored 
county.”  And, he needed an expert.  His father-in
-law was familiar with the area.  Moses knew that 
having a knowledgeable guide (his father-in-law) 

would ensure that the people of God would be well 
prepared for the journey wherever God was 
leading them.  Similarly, your presence and 
participation in the church, as a member or friend 
of Wesley United Methodist Church, will insure 
that we will be well prepared for our journey, 
wherever God leads us. 

Those present on July 22, 2012, thought the 
following things were important for us to know or 
remember as we prepare for the journey. 
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• We need some healing in our church, we’ve 
had bad and hurt feelings. 

• The need for youth and young family 
programs.  I grew up at Wesley and since the 
youth and young family attendance has 
declined drastically.  In a few weeks, I will be 
relocating back to the area with my family.  
There is such a need for a place to worship 
and grow with others in the community, which 
may require some change and uncomfort for 
those in the church. 

• We are a very friendly church and community.  
Our church works well together.  Our 
community is very giving and supportive. 

• Friendship to strangers and newcomers.  
Where help can be found. 

• We are [an] old church—beginning many 
years ago—[we] need to renew our faith and 
remain strong. 

• We are fairly new from Colorado—but I think 
there are many unchurched people in Culver 
and some real spiritual darkness.  But also the 
people seem very caring and open to helping 
each other—they want to know Jesus but 
really don’t yet? 

• Wesley’s long history includes many 
generations of those who loved and worked 
hard in the church to serve [the] community.  
Of course we can’t dwell on the past, but as 
we move forward, we can do well to be aware 
of the faith that others had to keep the church 
vital and thriving.  In the best of times of 
Wesley, we have had strong, caring pastoral 
leadership who inspired church members to 
work together.  I believe our church needs to 
be an active force in this changing 
community—sensitive and responsive to 
today, always mindful, however, of our past. 

• We site between two schools, but most of 
those students live outside of Culver.  Unless 
you are a teacher you would have trouble 
reaching them. 

• This is a unique community with many 
diversities and we need to minister to all of 
them.  With [Pastor Jacob] and Chandra’s 
enthusiasm and youth, I know our church can 
do great things to attract young couples and 
young people, perhaps we could start with a 
contemporary service once a monthF.any 
way we can attract young folks to our church. 

• We have Culver Academies and Culver 
Schools where we have the opportunity to 
work on missions and ministries projects 
together. 
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As you read these responses and prepare to 
attend a V.I.P...R. Meeting (see below) with 
Pastor Jacob, consider these questions: 
Vision.  Now that we know the “terrain” what 
things do you think we should focus on as we 
seek to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world? 

Information.  Does the church office have 
your most up-to-date information? phone 
numbers, email address, physical address, 
birthday, anniversary date?  Are the members 
of your household listed correctly?  Does the 
church leadership know your learned talents 
and spiritual gifts? 

Prayers.  Will you pray for the pastor, 
members, and constituents of Wesley United 
Methodist Church? that they might be faithful 
to the mission and vision God has for them? 

Response.  Where do you fit into this vision 
for accomplishing our mission?  How will you 
respond? participate? and support the church 
in this endeavor?  Will you commit to grow as 
a disciple of Jesus Christ who participates and 
supports God’s mission by offering your 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness? 
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Now that we have considered the “terrain,” or at 
least part of it, our next job is to travel through it 
together.  Join Pastor Jacob as we discuss the 
questions above and consider how we might 
move forward together for the sake of Christ and 
his redemptive mission in the world. 

All members and friends of Wesley United 
Methodist Church are encouraged to attend one 
of these V.I.P...R Meetings.  You are very 
important persons...really!  And, your input is 
important. 

Groups of seven persons will meet with 
Pastor Jacob (and a member of the Pastor 
Parish Relations Committee) in the Pastor’s 
Study for one hour to discuss vision, information, 
and praying and responding in/through Wesley 
United Methodist Church to fulfill its mission of 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 

Sign-ups for these V.I.P...R. meetings 
will begin Sunday, August 5, 2012.  The last 
Sunday to sign-up will be Sunday, August 19, 
2012. 


