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Welcome & Announcements 

Sharing of Community News, Joys and Concerns 
 

The Entrance into Jerusalem adapted from Matthew 21:1-11 (Common English Bible) 

Narrator: When they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethpage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

gave two disciples a task.  He said to them, 

 

Jesus: “Go into the village over there.  As soon as you enter, you will find a donkey tied up and a colt 

with it.  Untie them and bring them to me.  If anybody says anything to you, say that the Lord 

needs it.” 

 

Narrator: He sent them off right away.  Now this happened to fulfill what the prophet said, Say to 

Daughter Zion, “Look, your king is coming to you, humble and riding on a donkey, and on a 

colt the donkey’s offspring.” The disciples went and did just as Jesus had ordered them.  

They brought the donkey and the colt and laid their clothes on them.  Then he sat on them. 

 

 Now a large crowd spread their clothes on the road.  Others cut palm branches off the trees 

and spread them on the road.  The crowds in front of him and behind him shouted, 

 

People: Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the 

Lord! Hosanna in the highest! 

 

Narrator And when Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, they wondered who he 

was.  The crowds answered, 

 

People: It’s the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee. 

 

*Opening Hymn No. 278 
“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 

 

*Greeting 

 

Children’s Time 
Following the Children’s Time, children in PreK through 3rd grade are invited to attend Kids Church in the Youth Room (downstairs).  Parental 

Guardians must pick up children immediately following worship in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Hymn No. 277 

“Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Invitation to Confession 

Prayer of Confession 

Words of Assurance 

*Passing the Peace 
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Offering our Gifts & Resources 

Invitation to the Offering 

Gift of Music Choir 

*The Doxology No. 95 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

The Betrayal and Trial adapted from Matthew 26:14-27:17 (Common English Bible) 

Narrator: Then one of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests.  He 

bartered a deal to turn Jesus over to them.  They paid him thirty pieces of silver.  From that 

time on Judas was looking for an opportunity to turn him in. 

 

 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked 

him where they should prepare the Passover meal.  He instructed them to go into the city to a 

“certain man.  He told them that this mand would welcome them into his home so that they 

might prepare the meal.  The disciples did just as Jesus instructed them.  They prepared the 

Passover. 

 

 That evening Jesus took his place at the table with the twelve disciples.  As they were eating 

he said, 

 

Jesus: I assure you that one of you will betray me. 

 

Narrator Deeply saddened, each one said to him, 

 

People: I’m not the one, am I, Lord?” 

 

Narrator: He replied, 

 

Jesus: The one who will betray me is in this room. 

 

Narrator: Jesus shared the meal with his disciples.  As the supper was drawing to a close he took what 

they’d been eating, bread and wine, blessed it and said, 

 

Jesus This bread is my body and this cup my blood which is poured out for many so that their sins 

may be forgiven.  Eat and drink all of you. 

 

Narrator After the meal, they sang songs of praise and went to the Mount of Olives.  While on their 

way up the Mount, Jesus said 

 

Jesus Tonight you will all fall away because of me9 But after I’m raised up, I’ll go before you to 

Galilee. 
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Narrator Peter and the other disciples vowed that they would never deny or turn their backs on Jesus; 

but, Jesus knew better. 

 

 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane.  He instructed them to stay 

awake while he, Peter, James and John went to a quiet, secluded part of the garden to pray.  

Jesus was agitated when he looked back and saw them all—Peter, James, John, and the 

rest of the disciples--asleep.  He woke them up, encouraged them to pray, then went deep 

into the garden to pray alone.  When he returned the disciples were asleep again.  He woke 

them, 

 

Jesus: Will you sleep and rest all night?  Look, the time has come for the Human One to be betrayed 

into the hands of sinners.  Get up.  Let’s go.  Look, here comes my betrayer. 

 

Narrator: While Jesus was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, came.  With him was a large crowd 

carrying swords and clubs.  They had been sent by the chief priests and elders of the people.  

Judas told them to arrest the man he kissed.  Judas approached Jesus and gave him a kiss. 

 

 Those who arrested Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest.  The legal experts and elders 

had gathered at Caiaphas’ house.  They brought many false witnesses to testify against him.  

But Jesus was silent. 

 

 Finally, the high priest said, 

 

Priest By the living God, I demand that you tell us whether you are the Christ, God’s Son. 

 

Narrator: Jesus replied, 

 

Jesus You said it. 

 

Narrator: The high priest tore his clothes and said to the religious leaders, 

 

Priest He’s insulting God!  Why do we need any more witnesses?  Look, you’ve heard his insult 

against God.  What do you think? 

 

Narrator This was their opportunity.  They all agreed that Jesus deserved to die.  So they spit in his 

face and beat him.  They hit and mocked him. 

 

 Early in the morning all the chief priests and the elders of the people reached the decision to 

have Jesus put to death.  They bound him, led him away, and turned him over to Pilate the 

governor.  Pilate asked, 

 

Pilate Are you the king of the Jews? 

 

Narrator Jesus replied 

 

Jesus That’s what you say. 

 

Narrator Then Pilate said, 
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Pilate Don’t you hear the testimony they bring against you? 

 

Narrator But Jesus didn’t answer, not even a single word.  So the governor was greatly amazed. 

 

 It was customary during the festival for the governor to release to the crowd one prisoner, 

whomever they might choose.  At that time there was a well-known prisoner named Jesus 

Barabbas.  When the crowd had come together, Pilate asked them, 

 

Pilate Whom would you like me to release to you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called Christ? 

 

 

Reflection Pastor Jacob 
“Which Jesus do you want?” 

 

The Choice, the Torture, the Death adapted from Matthew 27:17-50 (Common English Bible) 

Narrator When the crowd had come together, Pilate asked them, 

 

Pilate Whom would you like me to release to you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called Christ? 

 

Narrator Pilate knew that the leaders of the people had handed him over because of jealousy.  His 

wife sent him a message pleading for Jesus the Christ’s life.  But the chief priests and the 

elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and kill Jesus.  The governor said, 

 

Pilate Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” 

 

Narrator The crowd replied, 

 

People Barabbas! 

 

Narrator Pilate said, 

 

Pilate Then what should I do with Jesus who is called Christ? 

 

Narrator The crowd screamed, 

 

People Crucify him! 

 

Pilate Why?  What wrong has he done? 

 

Narrator Pilate asked.  The crowds shouted even louder, 

 

People Crucify him! 

 

Narrator Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere and that a riot was starting.  So he took water and 

washed his hands in front of the crowd.  He told them, 

 

Pilate I’m innocent of this man’s blood.  It’s your problem. 
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Narrator The people replied 

 

People Let his blood be on us and on our children. 

 

Narrator Then Pilate released Barabbas to them.  He had Jesus whipped, then handed over to be 

crucified. 

 

 The governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the governor’s house, and they gathered the whole 

company of soldiers around him.  They stripped him and put a red military coat on him.  They 

twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head.  They put a stick in his right hand.  

They bowed down in front of him and mocked him, saying, “Hey! King of the Jews!”  After 

they spit on him, they stripped him of the military coat and put his own clothes back on him.  

They led him away to crucify him. 

 

 Jesus was too weak to carry his own cross so the soldiers forced a man from the crowd, 

Simon, a Cyrene, to carry the cross to Golgotha, which means Skull Place.  They gave Jesus 

wine mixed with vinegar to drink.  But after tasting it, he didn’t want to drink it.  After they 

crucified him, they divided up his clothes among them by drawing lots.  They sat there, 

guarding him.  They placed above his head the charge against him.  It read, “This is Jesus, 

the king of the Jews.”  They crucified him with two outlaws, one on his right side and one on 

his left. 

 

 Those who were walking by insulted Jesus, shaking their heads and saying, 

 

People Save yourself!  If you are God’s Son, come down from the cross. 

 

Narrator The chief priests, along with the legal experts and the elders, even the outlaws who were 

crucified with him insulted him in the same way.   

 

 From noon until three in the afternoon the whole earth was dark.  At about three Jesus cried 

out with a loud shout, 

 

Jesus My God, my God, why have you left me? 

 

Narrator The people were trying to figure out what Jesus was doing and who he was calling out for.  

One of them ran over, took a sponge full of vinegar, and put it on a pole.  He offered it to 

Jesus to drink. 

 

 Again Jesus cried out with a loud shout.  Then he died. 

 

Hymn No. 288 
“Were You There” 

 

*Sending Forth 

*Response See Back of Bulletin 
“Lord, Have Mercy” 


